
Annual Report
2015

Energy & Environment
University Health Network

OHA Green Hospital 2015

Gold medal
resilience

Toronto Rehab

global Climate
Champion Awards

silver medals
energy efficiency
climate leadership

2015's Highlights
Since 1999, UHN’s Energy & Environment department has led the hospital on
a greener path by following its vision: “supporting patient care through a
sustainable environment”. Through energy conservation, waste reduction,
toxics stewardship, sustainable construction, environmentally preferable
procurement, and green commuting, UHN continues to be a green leader in
healthcare. 

UHN’s leadership was recognized in 2015 with several awards including:
OHA's Green Hospital of the Year; global awards in Climate Resilience,
Leadership & Energy Efficiency; and SmartCommute gold for Sustainable
Commuting.

Sustainability benefits in three ways: environmentally, financially and by
supporting wellbeing. Energy & Environment works with departments across
UHN to make buildings run more efficiently, educate, ensure compliance and
help create a culture of sustainability. The result: from top down to bottom up,
everyone in the UHN community works towards a common green goal.

2020 Health Care
Climate Challenge

Communications: UHN Green Team is growing to new heights

Staff Training
UHN Green Team, the core
of our program, grew to 730
volunteers in 2015.

As changes to New
Employee Orientation
lowered in-person training
opportunities, Energy &
Environment refocused on
e-learning, social media and
other avenues. E-learning
grew by 33% and social
media surpassed all
expectations.

Communication, training & staff engagement are key to
the organizational reach of all sustainability programs

Green Team members to date

Talkin' TrashTwitter

64

Social Media Earth Week

followers

555
+68%

page view/day

since 2014
+165%

since 2011

   The Green team helped each site at UHN celebrate
Earth Week with a roving environmental education booth.

what's next

Social media sites including our Talkin' Trash with UHN Blog, Twitter and Facebook tell UHN's greening stories.
These serve as a repository of information for reference, as well as a means to broadcast, amplify and share our
green successes so they may be repeated. The goal of communication is to start the conversation (awareness) that
leads to engagement and action. With 23,517 page hits and 55 unique stories in 2015, the blog succeeded in its
purpose. These stories were then echoed to 555 twitter followers ... an increase of 68% over 2014.

Energy & Water

Energy Use Index (GJ/m2)

Total $ Spent in 2015 (Energy + Water)

was $31.4 million in 2014
$33.1 million

Conservation efforts
focused on optimizing
energy used by our
buildings through
retro-commissioning
and installing energy
efficient lighting and
sensors. Combined,
energy efficiency
projects reduced
UHN's energy use by
approximately 24,200
gigajoules, with a
related annual utility
cost avoidance of
$420,000 across UHN
in 2015. 

Behaviour change &
engagement
remained key
strategic components
of UHN’s Energy
Management Plan.

1.5 million GJ
Gigajoules energy consumed by UHN in 2015:

enough to heat/power 14,000 Canadian homes

what's next

CO2 Emissions
Metric Tonnes

Greenhouse gas emissions
from on-site combustion of
natural gas

Direct

Emissions from consumption 
of purchased electricity, heat
or steam

Indirect

Energy Saving Projects

Projects completed since 2013 109
Projects under investigation or
implementation as of Dec 31, 2015 91

With utility rates, particularly electricity, expected to keep rising, energy
management will continue to be a large part of UHN’s Sustainability
Program. Expect ongoing emphasis on retro-commissioning and
energy efficient retro-fit opportunities. As Ontario’s greenhouse gas
Cap and Trade program develops, it will be monitored for potential
reporting and compliance requirements, as well as impacts on UHN’s
utility costs.

Total Energy Savings in 2015

24,200 GJ

ENERGY BEHAVIOUR CHANGE WORKSHOP
UHN hosting national stakeholders

NEW VARIABLE FREQUENCY DRIVES
Saves 200 kWh every hour in summer

(start of latest Energy Action Plan)

Water: Every drop counts ...

litres water consumed by UHN
in 2015 (enough to fill 320
Olympic sized swimming pools).799 million 320

(m3 water / m2 floor space)

Hazardous Waste: keeping it clean and safe

BioMedical Waste (kg)

Pharmaceutical Waste (kg)

Chemical Waste (kg) Plastic saved through
reusable sharps bins

instead of single-use bins

61,447 kg

Non-Hazardous Waste: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Refuse

OPERATION GREEN

donated to African Hospital.
Helping where it's urgent.

Total Cost Savings from
Recycling in 2015

 $137,846

2,349 metric tonnes of waste diverted
from landfill via recycling & composting

MEDICAL SUPPLY GAME

PAPERLESS PROCUREMENT
New electronic system for

evaluating bids saves trees

 35,400
sheets

saved in
2015

150 HOSPITAL BEDS

at the Western shows staff the
cost of supplies to remind

them not to waste

 35%

35% Diversion Rate from Landfill
Medical student volunteers

collect surplus items to send
to places in need

     Broadening Sustainability: Buy, Build, Move, Grow & Eat

UHN REAL FOOD GARDEN GREEN PROCUREMENT
Looking at life-cycle environmental
impacts of products and services

used by UHN.

GREEN BUILDING
Mapping out UHN's food

ecosystem with a focus on local.

SUSTAINABLE COMMUTING

MEDICAL MOSAIC
Nurse Tilda Shaloff makes art

out of expired medical supplies

grows veggies from seed to
feed. Used to teach cancer
survivors healthy cooking!

With over 1000 bike parking
spots, 2,600 TTC VIP passes

and a carpooling program.

Creating sustainable and
efficient buildings.

LOCAL FOOD PROJECT

For more information on the Energy & Environment Department & sustainability at UHN...

www.twitter.com/UHNTalkinTrash

www.talkintrashwithuhn.comenergyandenvironment@uhn.ca

www.uhn.ca/corporate/AboutUHN/Greening_UHN

Supporting Patient Care Through a Sustainable Environment

https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/2015/11/04/envelope-time-on-the-oha-green-carpet/
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/2015/12/22/2020-vision-for-our-2020-challenge/
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/green-wall-of-fame/
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/
https://twitter.com/UHNTalkinTrash
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.956048147778547.1073741841.665325330184165&type=3
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/2016/03/03/sunglasses-swim-suit-iv-bags-check/
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/2013/09/04/olga-muir-waste-warrior/
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/2015/11/19/checking-back-into-bed-or-150-of-them/
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/2015/11/26/a-broader-shade-of-green-talkin-trash-november-2015/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.780249645358399.1073741838.665325330184165&type=3
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/2013/10/17/krembil-discovery-tower-leeds-uhn/
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/bike-month-uhn/
https://talkintrashwithuhn.com/2015/03/23/local-food-at-uhn/

